THE VOICE: SUMMER II, 2026

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

FROM THE BISHOP'S DESK

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, do not fear, say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”

-Isaiah 40:9

There are so many things to disturb, perturb, and discourage us day by day; and while many of us
are overly connected to a 24-hour news cycle, so much of what we take in is bad

news. Gospel means "good news," and for those of us who are Lutheran Christians, the Gospel is
how we share and live out the good news of God's love made known in Jesus Christ.

Today, I'd like to share a little bit of good news from around our synod to encourage and bless
you, even as ['ve been encouraged and blessed by you:

Mar-Lu-Ridge is having a banner season, having welcomed this week their fourth session of
campers. The summer staff is outstanding, and I am especially grateful for the leadership of Diana
and Erin in this first season of their partnership! The good news is even more beautiful when you
consider that God has provided volunteers to step-in and help to meet many unanticipated needs
this summer. Please pray for our staff and campers, may God give them a life-changing
experience on the mountain.

Our Campus Ministers are just back from their annual LuMin gathering, held this year in
Colorado. Our synod is blessed with Campus Ministries at University of Delaware, University of
Maryland - Baltimore County, Towson University, University of Maryland - College Park, and
explorations in Westminster, Coppin/Morgan State, and forthcoming at Frostburg. We are grateful
for Chaplain Mindy, Pastor Kelsey, Pastor Kirstin, Deacon Nicole, and Pastor Ray, please pray for
them and our students to connect and be strengthened in faith through beloved community.
(continued on next page)
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FROM THE BISHOP'S DESK (continued) }

The Order of St. Stephen, our synod's local diaconate, will receive new members this

Saturday. These new members of the OSSD Community have been prepared, formed, and invited
to serve by their local congregations and the Order. Please pray for Lisa, Betsey, LaCelle, Bruce,
Doug and Sean as they are received into the Order, and for all of our members of the OSSD as
they serve beside their pastors and communities to serve Christ and neighbor.

Pastor Marc Bergermann and his spouse Julika (Trinity, Taneytown and Zion German Language
School, Baltimore) have just been notified that their Religious Worker Visa has been approved
and extended until December 2028! This was a hard-fought victory after that approval had been
withheld many times over. I am thankful for Pastor Marc and Julika's faithfulness in a hard
process, and the synod's generosity in supporting their petition. Please pray thanksgiving with the
Bergermann's and for all of those who help immigrants, refugees, and asylum-seekers navigate
the sometimes clunky and nonsensical immigration system.

ALLIA - the Association of Liberian Lutherans in the Americas will be having their annual
convention in Baltimore next month. We are delighted to welcome our Liberian siblings from
across North America, and we are excited that we will also host two special guests: Bishop Victor
Padmore from Liberia, and our own Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry! There will be two
opportunities for you to connect with Bishop Curry — next week we will have details. Pray for
those who are working to host and bless the ALLIA community when they visit our synod next
month.

On a personal note, my niece Eloise Elizabeth was born on Sunday afternoon! I am smitten with
her and grateful that both mother and father (my brother Kevin) are recovering and adjusting well.
Please pray for Eloise, Hannah, Kevin, and all those who care for the gift of new life.

My grandmother was very fond of the old Sunday School hymn, "Count Your Blessings," which
included these words in the refrain: Count your blessings, name them one by one; Count your
blessings, see what God has done!

As we live into challenging days, perhaps our sharing of the Good News of Jesus might well be
rooted in counting our many blessings and praying with gratitude for the ways God continues to
enliven this church and world.

~ Bishop Gohl
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL }

VBS is off to a great start! See decorations and games below.
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DELMARVA BLOOD BANK BLOOD DRIVE }

Blood Bank Prepare to donate
of Delmarva

O

Eat well
!0 and hydrate

Blood Drive Bda

Feel good and
' symptom free

Must be 17+ or
17+ 16 with parental
consent form

Meet minimum
weight requirements

Visit delmarvablood.org/eligibility
for complete donation guidelines.

Friday, July 24, 2026
09:00 am - 02:00 pm

88.8.BLOOD.8 » delmarvablood.org

=" PACEM IN TERRIS

A few pieces of art [
from the exhibit in
our ramp area.
Please come to see
it on Sundays, in
the morning during
the work week, or
between 5:30 and
8:00 on
Wednesday
evenings in July.
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AGING GRACE-FULLY }

Aging Grace-Fully
Join us for a livestream presentation and

conversation around the physical, mental, and
social changes that come with growing older

Thursday, July 30, 2026
1:20 p.m.
Rozella Haydée White,
author of Love Big

Rozella Haydée White is an author, public theologian, and executive leadership coach
whose work invites leaders to live and lead with courage, wholeness, and a deep love
ethic. She is the founder of RHW Consulting LLC and The Waymaker Agency, where she
partners with mission-driven organizations and faith leadersnavigating change, conflict,
and growth. She is the author of Love Big: The Power of Revolutionary Relationships to
Heal the World and a contributor to multiple publications exploring leadership, justice,
womanist theology, intergenerational wisdom, and embodied faith. With more than two
decades of experience in nonprofit and church leadership, Rozella brings both pastoral
depth and strategic clarity to conversations about faith in wilderness seasons. She
writes and teaches about spirituality that sustains leaders over the long haul -
spirituality rooted not inperformance, but in presence.

Rozella Haydée White will appear via livestream
Light relreshments will be provided

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
t 501 Duncan Road
Kindne Faith www.stmarksonline.org
S (302) 764-7488
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HANDBELLS TOO }

HANDBELLS TOO!

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
1530 Foulk Rd, Wilmington, DE 19803

SUMMER - 2026

Ed Brugel - Handbell Soloist

Margret Love - Piano

7/15 3:30 SHIPLEY LIVING (IL)
8/12 2:00 SUNRISE-WILMINGTON (MC)
8/15 2:00 ROCKLAND ASSISTED LIVING

8/18 2:00 SUNRISE-EXTON

8/19 2:30 SHIPLEY LIVING (HC)

8/21 3:00 MARIS GROVE (ROSE COURT)
9/8 2:00 SUNRISE-WILM (IL)
9/14 2:00 FOULK LIVING
9/18 11:00 CROSSLAND-KENDALL
9/24 2:00 LORELTON ASSISTED LIVING

(302) 333-1956 i dbell
All Performances Are FREE of Charge

Donations Accepted for Lutheran Community Services Food Bank
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HILLTOP LUTHERAN NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER }

Welcome to Summerl!

July is here and with it, the final report on the school year just past at the Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood
Center. And what an exciting and eventful final report it is. Hilltop students wrapped up the 2025-26 school
year with rainbows, bugs, and an art show at the Delaware Art Museum!

Center Curriculum Coordinator, Dashaba Fielder, says it all began with a visit from folks at the Art
Museum. “Our Preschool Threes...classes had the pleasure of being taught some new and exciting artwork
by instructors from the Delaware Art Museum. The instructors visited once a week for 6 weeks. Each
week students learned a new art skill. At the end of the 6 weeks, the children’s artwork was displayed at the
museum! It was very nice seeing our children’s hard work displayed in a prominent local museum. Job

Meanwhile, our toddlers took a deep dive into the lives of bugs. Dashaba says “they talked about where the
crawly things live, what they eat, and what they are doing on our school playground. The best part was
seeing the pictures of the crawly things.” She also says the students took advantage of some Al technology.
“The Al generated (bug) pictures were amazingly captivating for our toddlers. They enjoyed the bug
patterns: Butterfly, Ant, Bumblebee, and Caterpillar. They also enjoyed singing The Ants Go Marching and
reading The Very Hungry Caterpillar.”

The older students at Hilltop were busy the last month of school too. Youth Services Coordinator, Marianna
Freeman, reports Group 1 (K-1* grade) “academically worked on learning to correctly write the letters of
the alphabet. We also had them working on learning sight words by using sight words coloring pages. The
idea is to make learning fun (by) playing Spring Bingo. Everything including the bingo cards had a spring
theme. The cards had flowers, fireflies, butterflies, bees, and many other spring relative items. They also
completed a package called all about spring which contained information on Spring weather and other
interesting subjects. They really enjoyed the Spring activities.

Marianna says the center “Group 2s, which are our second and third graders academically, worked on
Reading comprehension and increasing their vocabulary. The games our students played were a Match &
Sort game which required them to read a passage, talk about what they read and then match it to a summary
that completed the assignment. The vocabulary game was called 5-minute vocabulary, and it gave them a
list of words they had to spell and then define what the word meant.”

Our congratulations to all our Hilltop scholars with best wishes for a happy and safe summer.

Eric F. Mease
Member, Board of Directors
Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center



PRAYER LINE

SUMMER I, 2026

)

PRAY FOR: CONCERN: REQUESTED BY:
ERIN ANDERSON Eye Surgery Diane Soring
JOAN BERRY Leukemia Carole Lee Waslick
CARA BLUME Confusion Martha Wondoloski
DAVID BONIVITIA Biopsy results Diane Soring

BOB DEMUTH Crohn Disease related issues  Joan DeMuth
FRAN DIXON Laser Eye Surgeries Karen Bitner
ERNSBERGER FAMILY

ANNA EVERLY Radiation for an Ear tumor  Carole Lee Waslick
KATHY HOWARD Osteoporosis & Pagets DiseaseDiane Soring
SAMANTHA KIRK Brain surgery recovery Martha Wondoloski
WIN MCCANN Terminal Cancer Carole Lee Waslick
NICK MELLOS Mild Stroke Diane Soring
ROBIN MELLOS Heart Attack Diane Soring
CHERYL MONGILLO Ongoing Health issues Donna Hiddemen
MONROE Cancer treatment Fran Dixon
PETER AND DIANA Aspen Acres Fires Susan Moon
MARY ELLEN MOSER Alzheimet’s Sally Ernsberger
KATHY PATANE Breast Cancer Kathy Patane
THOMAS PATANE Pending Surgery Kathy Patane
ROBIN SCHNEEWEIS Multiple Health Concerns John Schneeweis
TERRY SHELDON Cirrhosis of the liver Gege Cahoon
DIANE SORING Recovery from surgery Kerry Kirkham
LOIS STASULIS Kidney Decline Kerry Kirkham
BOB WEBB Ongoing recovery Sue Beachboard
DONNA WILLIAMSON Beginning Chemo Joan DeMuth
JADA YAKICH Auto Immune Disease Diane Soring

Friends and families of those persons removed from the prayer line thank everyone for their prayers and
concerns. Prayer requests may be made by calling the church office or by contacting Karen Bitner.

+ Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life." +

Trusting in the promise of new life in Christ, we share news of the death of Sally Ernsberger who died
on June 20. A graveside service will be held at the Lower Brandywine Cemetary (101 Old Kennett
Road) on Saturday, July 18th at 11 a.m. After the service there will be a luncheon at Good Shepherd.

Sally was a faithful and beloved member of Good Shepherd for many years. She shared her gifts
generously through the choir and music ministry, and was an active part of the life of our congregation.
Sally loved her church deeply and always spoke fondly of Good Shepherd and its people. We hold her
family and friends in prayer as we look to Christ with thanksgiving and in hope.

+ Alleluia.Alleluia.Alleluia. +



