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Prayer Line 10 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

     ~ Matthew 5:9  

       

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Peace be with you.  These are very churchy words.  We say them, when prompted, 

in worship before coming to the Lord’s table to receive communion.  We say, 

“Peace be with you,” rather than, “Good morning,” because this is a community 

where a greeting of peace is also a statement of who we are.  Time after time, the 

resurrected Jesus shows us and up and says, “Peace be with you.”  This is the greet-

ing of choice for the risen Jesus, as it is the first thing he says at the Emmaus meal 

on the first Easter evening in Luke’s Gospel.  In John’s Gospel Jesus uses the greet-

ing three times, in the upper room, to the disciples huddled in fear and uncertainty 

behind closed doors.  “Peace be with you,” is the greeting of the risen Jesus.  And it 

is our greeting too. 

Since we returned to sharing the peace in worship after our COVID-19 protocols 

relaxed, this greeting has become even more profound.  We now share the peace 

with an awareness that different people have varying comfort levels of contact, and 

so, the words of this greeting take on deeper significance, not relying on a handshake 

or hug alone to convey meaning.  The time we spend passing the peace of the Lord 

is increasing, and our Zoom congregation also greets one another heartily with these 

words.  They are words of promise and expectation.  They convey a sense of care 

and hopefulness for the other, that their life may be touched by the peace of God, 

that which passes all our understanding.  It is this peace that finds us in our most 

vulnerable and tender places.   

When we offer this greeting to one another, it is both a gift and a calling.  We con-

vey words of peace, and not just any peace, but the peace of the Lord, the one who 

was crucified for an unfailing commitment to radical love and forgiveness, who 

chose the way of humble service over armed rebellion, who announced peace, even 

in the face of injustice and unrest.  This is the peace we share.  This is the gift.  To 

know peace, even in the most trying of times.  And it is a calling.  The call to be 

peacemakers.                         

                                                        (continued on 
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FROM THE PASTOR’s DESK (continued) 

I am keenly away that this month, two days after Ash Wednesday, marks one year since the beginning 

of war in Ukraine.  I am aware of how gun violence continues to plague our country.  I am aware of 

the issues our kids face in school, as they struggle with mental illness and the social impact of these 

pandemic years.  I am aware that life continues, with its ups and downs, the tremendous joy and in-

tense sadness, of our human experience.  And I know that God, revealed to us in Jesus, felt it all.  And 

still, his greeting was peace. 

We, then, are called to make peace, in our homes, our congregation, our community.  We are called to 

be peace in turbulent times, to seek reconciliation and offer forgiveness, to live generously, sharing all 

we have received.  This greeting, “Peace be with you,” is a deep exchange of grace, one that confronts 

us, comforts us and calls us into the future.  May this peace be with you, today and always. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Kathy 

Dinner Church 

Sunday, February 26, 2023 

5:00 pm 

 

Once again we will gather around dinner tables for a 
shared meal, conversation, prayer and song.  Come and 
see!  Dinner is provided.  No need to bring anything ex-
cept an open heart and a cheerful desire to be together.  

Everyone is welcome.                                    

Look for a sign-up link in the Wednesday email soon, and 
plan to sign up before Thursday, February 23.   

Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
Sunday, February 5th 

Following 9:30 am worship 
In-Person and on Zoom (Sunday Worship Link) 

Please plan to attend the annual meeting, when we will celebrate the ministry of the last year, elect new 

council members, approve a spending plan for 2023 and more.   

After the meeting, please join us for a light luncheon in the Fellowship Hall.  

Piano Dedication 

 

 

We look forward to dedicating our 
new piano during worship on Sun-
day, February 19th.  Please plan to 
join in celebration for all that God 
has done in this place.   
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LENT 2023: BLESSED BE THE PEACEMAKERS 

+ Ash Wednesday, February 22nd  

Ashes to Go 
7:30-9 am 

Corner of  Foulk Rd and Chatham Rd 
 

Once again Pastor Sue and Pastor Kathy will offer Ashes to Go the morning of Ash Wednesday to all 

who would like to receive them.  This has become a source of great beauty and connection with our 

wider community, as friends old and new stop by to receive a blessing and an ashen cross on their 

forehead.  All are welcome to participate, weather-willing.   

 

Worship with Imposition of  Ashes and Holy Communion 
7 pm 

In-person and on Zoom 
 

We will mark the beginning of this season with prayer, scripture and sharing Holy Communion.  

Please use the Sunday Worship Zoom link (found on our website).  

 

+ Sundays in Lent 2023 

Good Shepherd Reads:  Jesus and Nonviolence by Walter Wink 
February 26 – April 2 

 

Join us after worship on the Sundays in Lent for conversation about Walter Wink’s contemporary 

Christian classic Jesus and Nonviolence.  Wink explores Jesus’ “third way” out of conflict or potential vio-

lence, beyond the usual “fight or flight” responses, with surprising implications for everyday life in our 

highly polarized world. Each week we’ll read and discuss a chapter from this slim quick-read book.  

Books will be available from the church office later in February or can be purchased from online 

booksellers.  

 

+ Dinner Church, February 26th 

5 pm 
 

+ Wednesdays in Lent 2023 

Soup Suppers return beginning March 1st! 

Soup served in Swears Fellowship Hall, 6 pm 

Holden Evening Prayer in the Sanctuary and on Zoom, 7 pm 
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SOUP SUPPERS 

In December we celebrated the 15 years of ministry together with Pastor Kathy, and in January, we 
celebrated five years of ministry together with Pastor Sue.  Beautiful words of blessing were shared 
with each of them during worship, and by many members of the congregation in cards.  They were 
each gifted with a new stole, and a small celebration after worship was enjoyed by all.  

PASTORS ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

We are excited to be planning for Soup Suppers on Wednesday evenings during Lent once again.  There are five 
Wednesdays in March:  The 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th.  Assistance will be needed for this to happen.  We will need: 

• A co-host for March 15th, 22nd and 29th.  This involves coming at 5:00 to set up and co-host during mealtime.  
• Three people to donate soup on each evening.  Bring in a crock pot. 
• Two people to donate three loaves of bread each evening. 
• Two people to donate dessert like cookies or cupcakes each evening. 

If you are able to help or donate one or more of the above items, please contact Kerry at (703) 298-4323.  Thank you.  
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MAR-LU-RIDGE SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! 

The next date for the Donation cart will be on Wednesday, February 
15th, from 10 am to 2 pm.  The current needs are for diapers size 6, 
pasta and spaghetti sauce, and macaroni and cheese.  If you are able 
to help out at the cart for an hour on the 15th, please contact Martha 
at (302) 274-9289.  Thank you!   

Thinking towards summer?   

Consider time at Mar-Lu-Ridge!  
 

Mar-Lu-Ridge summer camp, located near Frederick, MD, serves campers ages 6-17. 
They have American Camp Association accreditation, which means the camp offers 
the highest safety standards, background checks for staff, and quality programming 
for campers. A variety of programs offer something for everyone: Night Owls, Ad-
venture, Arts, Horseback and classic sessions are available.  Two Family Camp ses-
sions are also offered.  Visit the website to learn more! mar-lu-ridge.org 
 
Summer 2023 theme: The Water of Life “When 
you pass through the waters, I will be with you." 
Isaiah 43:2 
 
Summer Camp schedule https://www.mar-lu-
ridge.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/MLR-
Summer-Schedule-23.pdf 

 Financial Assistance application. We never turn 
a camper away. https://www.mar-lu-ridge.org/
wp-content/uploads/2022/12/MLR-Financial-
Assistance-Form-23.pdf 
  
Questions?  Just ask Pastor Kathy for more de-
tails on this amazing summer opportunity. 

FEBRUARY DONATION CART 

We are planning to welcome a group of new members to the 
congregation later this winter.   If you are interested in be-
coming a member, please let Pastor Kathy or Pastor Sue 
know.  

http://mar-lu-ridge.org/
https://www.mar-lu-ridge.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/MLR-Summer-Schedule-23.pdf
https://www.mar-lu-ridge.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/MLR-Summer-Schedule-23.pdf
https://www.mar-lu-ridge.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/MLR-Summer-Schedule-23.pdf
https://www.mar-lu-ridge.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/MLR-Financial-Assistance-Form-23.pdf
https://www.mar-lu-ridge.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/MLR-Financial-Assistance-Form-23.pdf
https://www.mar-lu-ridge.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/MLR-Financial-Assistance-Form-23.pdf
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LUTHERAN COMMUNITY SERVICES HISTORY 

The date for our next blood drive has been changed from 
Friday, March 3rd to Friday, March 31st.   
 

After that, we have two more drives scheduled:  
Friday, June 16th and Friday, August 18th.   

BLOOD BANK OF DELMARVA 

LCS was founded in 1959 by a coalition of Lutheran pastors and members of the 
community. Its original focus was the independent living needs of seniors in our ar-
ea. In 1970 it completed its first major achievement – Luther Towers, a high-rise 
complex for low income seniors. Once completed, the project was managed by a 
spin-off organization – Lutheran Senior Services – which still manages Luther Tow-
ers One and Luther Towers Two. This model was replicated five more times and 
there are now similar complexes in Kent and Sussex Counties of Delaware, and in 
nearby Pennsylvania. 

In the 1980s, under the guidance of Ruth Flexman, Lutheran Community Services 
became heavily involved in emergency food and housing assistance, which con-
tinue to be the core activities of the agency. Food distributions have expanded and 
are now available at 14 separate sites. Housing activities have expanded as well. 
Originally envisioned as a program of no-interest loans for back rent, the program 
has grown to include help for mortgages and security deposits as well. What's 
more, the focus has shifted from loans to grants — nowadays we make more 
grants than we do no-interest loans. During this time, the agency also added home 
repairs for seniors to its menu of services. 

Throughout the first decade of the 21st century, LCS emphasized continuous im-
provement in all of its programs. In the food area, we have developed nutrition in-
formation programs that provide literature and seminars to teach low income folks 
how to eat right and stay healthy. Recent improvements of the agency's housing 
activities include new emphasis on financial literacy so that each client receives an 
educational component about budgeting and other financial information. This is 
one way that we try to help people get to a place where they won't be needing our 
help again. 



Page 7 February 2023 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY AT UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE 

 

LCM Fundraiser 

Sunday, February 5, at 2:00 PM via Zoom! 
 

 

We’re excited for our upcoming online fundraiser on Sunday, February 5, beginning 
at 2:00 PM.  We’re pleased that Bishop Bill Gohl will reprise his role as auctioneer, 
with his trademark wit and his love for campus ministry!  Students and alumni will of-
fer heartfelt reflections on what LCM means to them.  We hope you can join us.   
 

Please watch your weekly church communications in late January and early February 
for additional information, in order to buy online raffle tickets (you need not be pre-
sent to win) and log on to take part that day.  Items will include a beautiful hand-
made, queen-sized quilt, brunch with the bishop, and fun themed baskets, such as a 
relaxation basket, a puzzle basket, a Star Wars-themed basket, a Lutheran basket, 
and a “Gal-entine’s Day” basket. 
 

The students and I are looking forward to a great spring term, filled with meaningful 
conversations about Scripture and the things of life and faith, a spring retreat, fun 
outings to UDairy and elsewhere, and service work with FISH, Fellowship in Serving 
the Hungry.  Please pray for the Holy Spirit to draw new students to our circle and 
that all who take part in LCM will grow in their faith in Jesus, as well as in leadership, 
service, and the joy of Christian community.  Thank you. 
 

The students, staff, and Directing Committee (board) members join me in thanking 
you for your continued prayers and support for Lutheran Campus Ministry.  We’re 
grateful for the many thoughtful ways in 
which you show your care and investment in 
this shared ministry on behalf of young 
adults and to the glory of God!  May our 
Lord bless you and your loved ones with 
good health, daily grace, and abiding peace.   

 

In Christ,  
 

Mindy Holland 
 

Minister of Word and Service  † 

Chaplain, Lutheran Campus Ministry at UD 

302-368-3078, chaplain@lcmde.org 
Gabby and Elizabeth, our student Peer Ministers,  

thank you for your support and prayers!  
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HILLTOP LUTHERAN NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER 

Fun and Games! 
 

Many educators would argue that one key to learning is having fun at the same time. With that idea 
firmly in mind, the Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center recently put their student’s STEM skills to 
work through a series of activities involving snowball launchers and gum drop towers!  

 
Center Youth Services Director, Teresa Allen, says unfortunately, the snowball 
launchers could not utilize real snow. “Our K-2nd grade all-stars made snowball 
launchers and used cotton balls and marshmallows to see which would go the 
farthest.”  The result? “The test proved the marshmallow traveled the greatest 
distance.” As for those gum drops… “Our 3rd-5th graders constructed towers us-
ing gum drops and toothpicks to see who could make the tallest balanced tower.” 
This task required logic, teamwork, and building skills.  The children really en-
joyed this activity and built some outstanding towers.” 
 

Also on the fun side of things, The Hilltop Center recently held another of its “Study Break Live” activi-
ties.  Center Deputy Director, Brandon Furrowh, says this event hosted 17 high school students.  “The 
students were afforded the opportunity to participate in recreational fun with games such as inflata-
ble axe throwing, inflatable connect four hoops, virtual race car driving, and more.  Most participants 
stayed until the very end of the activities and expressed excitement in attending the next Study Break 
Live! That event will be held in late February.” 
 
Funding is always a key to activities at Hilltop and Center Executive Director, Michelle Williams, 
has some good news. “Funding for the partnership with the United Way of Delaware to provide 
a learning pod for school-age students increased from $50,000 to $87,225. This funding is to 
support accelerated and unfinished learning initiatives for a minimum of 50 students, with a 
focus on literacy (reading and math).”     
 

Finally, a HUGE thank you to all the congregations who participated in the recent Thanksgiving 
and Christmas donations.  Michelle says through your generosity, “we were able to provide 375 
Thanksgiving baskets to Hilltop families and the community. The Department of Corrections provided 
an additional 20 Thanksgiving baskets.” “For Christmas, every participant was able to receive a toy 
and clothing and other gifts. The City of Wilmington provided an additional 30 toys and Nemours/
Alfred I. duPont Hospital for children provided over 1000 toys for children this year. With all of those 
donations, we were able to give 10 families enough toys for all of the children in the family, instead of 
just the Hilltop participants. It was truly a blessing to see the smiles on so many faces.”  

 

Eric F. Mease,  

Member, Board of Directors 

Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center 
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DELAWARE LUTHERAN OFFICE OF PUBLIC POLICY 

DELAWARE LEGISLATURE RESUMES 
 

     The 152nd (two-year) Session of the Delaware State Legislature opened in January.  There were some new 

faces:  three new Senators and six new Representatives took their respective seats.  Over the course of the 

next five months, I’ll try to keep you informed about some of the issues before the Legislature and I expect to 

be speaking in most of our congregations on a Sunday morning between now and June. 

      I sat in on the opening session of the State House of Representatives.  The room was packed as members 

brought along family members to sit beside them while they took their oaths of office.  Peter Schwartzkopf was 

reelected as the Speaker of the House.  (It was done by voice vote, with no apparent dissention…quite a con-

trast to the 15 ballots taken to elect the Speaker in Washington D.C.!)  Beside him sat his two young red-

haired grandchildren, obviously delighted every time he let them pound the gavel to indicate that a motion had 

passed. 

     In looking out over the assembly, Speaker Schwartzkopf commented:  “This is the most diverse group of 

people who have ever sat in this chamber.”  Indeed, it is.  The forty-one Representatives include 16 women 

and 13 persons of color.  In a sign of inter-party good feelings, Representative Ruth Briggs King rose to cele-

brate the diversity too – even though almost all diversity is on the other side of the aisle.    

    There will be times between now and the end of June when there will be arguments among the Representa-

tives, probably even some heated ones.  By and large, however, there remains a good deal of respect among 

the members of the Legislature. 

     Lutherans are interested in the Legislature because we believe that God rules the whole world, and that we 

were put here to speak words of justice.  There will sometimes be disagreements about what justice is in spe-

cific situations, but we will not sit on the sidelines.  This year the Delaware Lutheran Office for Public Policy will 

especially be following legislative issues related to (1) the environment and (2) housing.  Stay tuned!      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

        Gordon Simmons,  

        DE Lutheran Public Policy Officer      

There will be a “Lutheran Day at the Capitol” this year, at Legislative Hall in Dover on Thursday, June 8 

from 10:00 to 2:00.  There will be presentations, and opportunities to meet with State Legislators.  You 

can register now at delutheranpublicpolicy@gmail.com 

mailto:delutheranpublicpolicy@gmail.com


 

 

PRAY FOR:    CONCERN:  REQUESTED BY: 

SANDY ANDREWS  Healing    Sally Ernsberger    

JANE BATISTA  Fractured Hip   Fran Dixon                           

YVONNE BINGER  Strength and Support  Jim Simpson          

RICK BOGDA   Back Surgery   Fran Dixon             

DAVID BOWLSBEY           Throat issues   Sally Ernsberger     

KEN BUCKMANN          Hospitalization   Fran Dixon            

LINJAYCI CZARNOTTA Multiple Surgeries  Diane Richer                                          

BOB DEMUTH       Colorectal surgery  Joan DeMuth                                           

JIM DIXON      Low Hemoglobin  Fran Dixon                                           

HANNAH ESPENSCHIELD Crohn’s Disease   Diane Richer                                       

JAMES FREELAND          Surgery Complications  Martha Wondoloski                                       

LIZZY FREEKAND  Stroke    Martha Wondoloski                                                 

VON HAALAND  Colon Surgery   Debbie Forney                                        

BOB HALLSTED          AML Leukemia   Steve Hallsted                                       

GEORGE HUEMMRICH          Covid    George Huemmrich          

NORMA HUEMMRICH       Covid    George Huemmrich                                              

WILLIE JACKSON  Heart issues   Karen Bitner                                             

SHAUN JOHNSON  God’s Guidance with decisions Martha Wondoloski                                   

PR. PAUL LOGAN  Aggressive return of Cancer Fran and Jim Dixon                                

MATTHEW LYGATE  Hospitalized after surgery Luci Nardo                                              

ALICE MATRRE   Hospice Care   Luci Nardo                                               

PR. BRUCE MCLAUGHLIN     Esophogeal Cancer  Petra and Scott McLaughlin                      

BOB MITCHELL  Acute kidney failure  Steve Hallsted                                          

SHARON PERSOLEO  Lung Cancer   Carole Lee Waslick                                   

PAULETTE RAUGHLEY   Chemo for Breast Cancer Pauline Raughley                                                                       

PAULINE RAUGHLEY Ongoing concerns  Paulette Raughley                                 

RENEE SCHWARTZ  Cancer    LindaUlmanis                                       

NORMA SMITH  Grieving   Luci Nardo                                                     

DIANE SORING                       Hip Surgery   Kerry Kirkham                                        

LOIS STASULIS  Kidney Decline   Kerry Kirkham                                            

KARLIS ULMANIS         Significant Health Concerns Linda Ulmanis                             

Friends and families of those persons removed from the prayer line thank everyone for their prayers and concerns.  

Prayer requests may be made by calling Pastor Kathy or Pastor Sue at the church office.                                                          
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+  Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life."  + 

With both sadness and hope for resurrection life, we share news of the death of Trudy Maier on Sunday, 
January 22nd following a recent hospitalization.  A memorial service for Trudy was held at Good Shep-
herd on Thursday, January 26th.  An obituary and condolences may be found at the McCrery and Harra 
website.  Trudy was a charter member of Good Shepherd and will be missed by many.  We hold in 
prayer Trudy's sons, Rick, Mike and Jay and the entire family, as together we find comfort in Jesus' 
promise to make all things new.  

+ Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. + 

PRAYER LINE 



 

Note to Contributors: 

 

For the February issue, please submit 

your articles by February 17, 2023.  If 

you would like to send a contribution 

by e-mail, please send an attachment  

in Word  to lcgsde@gmail.com.    

Pastors: Kathy Ierien and Sue Loney 

Office Administrator/Voice Editor: Lynn Ziemer 

Minister of Music: Seong-Sil Kim 

Handbell Director: Margaret Love 

Sexton: Jim Richer 

Church Council President: Debbie Forney 

 

           

Church Staff: 

 
 

Sunday Worship: 

 
9:30 AM 

 

 

 1530 Foulk Road 

Wilmington, DE 19803 

(302) 478-3030 

E-mail: lcgsde@gmail.com 

On the web: 

www.goodshepherd-wilmington.org 
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