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They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 

everything they do shall prosper. 
       Psalm 1:3 

         

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Each autumn I am always surprised at how quickly the leaves seem to turn.  I can 

vividly remember the fresh green of spring, as the trees just began to leaf out.  Yet 

here we are, once again, at the season of change.  This is the time when the last of 

the harvest grows ripe and the trees shed their leaves to prepare for the dormant 

winter that brings renewal.  It is a time to consider all that has been, and to antici-

pate all that is to come. 

With the fall comes our annual financial stewardship appeal.  This year, our theme 

points us to the image of trees, planted by streams of water, that bear fruit. Unlike 

the trees around us, their leaves do not wither, even in times of challenge, and God 

prospers their work of growing and fruit-bearing.  Beautiful images, to be sure.  I am 

reminded of how the root systems of trees create connection, a living, breathing 

ecosystem of life.  The waters that give life to these trees are ever-flowing and clean, 

like the sustaining life we find in Jesus.  God sees that these things are good, and 

they prosper. 

As you walk through this season, we invite you to prayerfully consider how the min-

istry work we share at Good Shepherd bears fruit in the world.  How is God calling 

you to be part of what is growing here?  What fruit will we harvest together in days 

to come?  How will God prosper the work of our hands in the coming year?  How 

might you reconnect in the days and weeks to come?   

Each week in worship we will explore how God has called us to bear fruit over the 

last year, by serving joyfully, connecting gratefully, and growing faithfully.  Over 

these next weeks, please prayerfully consider a financial commitment to Good Shep-

herd for 2022.  You will receive a letter, along with a 2022 Commitment Form, by 

email or US mail in the early days of November.  You are invited to return this form 

by Commitment Sunday, November 21st, when we will give thanks to God for 

your generosity. 

                      (continued on next page) 
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FROM THE PASTOR’s DESK (continued) 

Also this month we begin the season of Advent.  There is a beautiful connection here, as our 

harvest of generosity leads us into this time of hope and possibility.   

This is a time of renewal.  This is a time to connect in new ways.  May God bless you in this 

time, and always. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Kathy 

REMEMBERING THE SAINTS 

On Sunday, November 7th, we will remember with 
thanksgiving those who have died during the preceding 
year.   To add the name of an immediate family member 
who has died since November 1, 2020, please contact 
the church office. If you received a letter from the pas-
tors, your loved one is already included in our remem-
brance. 

DIRECTORY 

An updated Church Di-
rectory will be emailed 
later in November. In 
keeping with the har-
vest theme of this sea-
son, I selected an image 
from our own stained 
glass windows that will 
be used for the cover.  I 
wanted to share it with 
you here, where you can 
see the colors.  Hard 
copies (with a black and 
white cover) will be 
available upon request. 

         ~ Lynn 
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ENVELOPES 

We are very grateful for those that pledge and give regularly to the church.  As part of our stew-
ardship to the planet this year, we are revising the way we distribute contribution envelopes.  We 
currently have envelope numbers spanning from 100 to 500 but only use less than 100, dispersed 
between 1 and 300.  We have been buying 300 boxes of envelopes, but many are unused and 
therefore wasted each year.   With direct deposit, tithely and other means of contributing, some 
of you no longer need or use envelopes.  We don't want to cut anyone off who wants a box of en-
velopes but will also not automatically assume you want a box.  So please email or call the office if 
you want to continue receiving envelope boxes for contributions.  Unfortunately , this will proba-
bly mean that you will get a new envelope number.   

MINISTER OF MUSIC SEARCH UPDATE 

Pick Up Choir Opportunity 

On Sunday, October 31 (+Reformation Day) after worship we will gather a pick-up choir with a 

candidate for our Minister of Music position.  All those who are interested are invited to partici-

pate in a rehearsal from 10:45-11:30 am in the choir room.  Masks will be required for all.   

 

Following the rehearsal the candidate will share a half hour of organ and piano music in the sanc-

tuary.  The entire congregation is welcome to meet the candidate and hear her music.   

LIVING GENEROUSLY: FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 2022 

We are making plans for our annual fall stewardship campaign, which will begin on Sunday, Octo-
ber 31 and run through Commitment Sunday, November 21.  Over these weeks we invite you to 
reflect on our theme (to be unveiled on October 31!) and how God is calling you to live generous-
ly.  We invite you to consider a commitment to Good Shepherd as part of that calling.  We hope 
this time of abundant harvest will be a blessing for you and for our congregation.  Thank you for 
your generosity. 
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NATIVE TREE PLANTING FINAL REPORT 

The new trees have been planted and the grant paperwork has been submitted to the Del-
aware Forest Service.  The project went smoother than we ever could have predict-
ed.  Between the expertise of 
many of our members, the man-
power of the 24 volunteers (who 
totaled 129.25 volunteer hours on 
the project), the assistance from 
Thrivent in feeding the volunteers, 
and the guidance of the repre-
sentatives from the Forest Ser-
vice who came to help with the 
project, the actual planting of the 
trees and cleaning up of the area 
was completed in 2.5 hours!       

All of this was made possi-
ble by God, our Father, 
and we thank him for work-
ing alongside us to help 
make our church grounds 
a sanctuary for our local 
wildlife and try to return the 
area to be closer to His 
creation plan.  In case you 
are concerned that some 
of the trees might not look 
healthy, don't worry.  They 
are just going through a 
shock process of being re-
moved from their root balls 
and planted in a new loca-

tion.  The plan is that they will adjust to their new location over Winter, during their 
dormant period, and leaf out beautifully in the Spring.   
 

Thank you to everyone who supported this project!  
 

            ~ Nancy Saathoff, LCGS Tree Steward 
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FREERIDE: MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH EVENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last weekend youth from Good Shepherd gathered 
with others from the Delaware-Maryland and Met-
ro DC Synods for FreeRide.  Together we wor-
shiped, served, learned in small and large groups 
and enjoyed the awesome amenities at Northbay 
Adventure Camp in North East, MD.  Here we are some pictures from the weekend 
for you to enjoy.   
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ELCA 2022 YOUTH GATHERING: IT’S TIME TO REGISTER!  

As we all prepare for the upcoming holidays, please remember that Amazon Smile makes a differ-
ence! We have received nearly $350.00 from this program to date! 
  

Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchase price to the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Wilmington, DE if you designate the church as your charity. Although this is only 50 
cents for every 100 dollars spent, it does add up! 
 

If you already shop at amazon.com, you shop just as always but do so at smile.amazon.com – 
same company, same password, same prices, same Amazon Prime benefits… with one additional 
benefit — that Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchase to your favorite charity. 
 

How do you designate Good Shepherd?  Go to smile.amazon.com and log into your amazon ac-
count. Under Accounts&Lists …. Your Amazon Smile … search for Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of the Good Shepherd Wilmington (there are other churches with same name, different city) … 
then accept. It will save this designation for future purchases on AmazonSmile. 
 
Please contact Linda Ulmanis or Sharon Oslin if you need help. 

AMAZON SMILE 

 
Students currently in 8th-12th grade, this is for you!  The ELCA Youth Gathering is an amaz-
ing week of learning, service, worship and so much more.  Youth who have attended in the 
past will tell you, it is life-changing!  Imagine creative, high-energy worship in a huge stadi-
um with 40,000 youth and leaders from across the country, with powerful speakers who 
will touch your heart and expand your faith!  Boundless, the theme for this year's gather-
ing, will help us experience the love of God that has no limits!  It is time to register.  A $100 
deposit is due by October 31 to hold your spot.  Please contact Pastor Kathy ASAP. 
 
We will work together to fund the trip, and are hoping to connect with other area congre-
gations to prepare together through this next year.  More information can be found 
here: https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering 
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HILLTOP LUTHERAN NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER 

NOVEMBER FOOD COLLECTION DAY: NOVEMBER 17 

We are collecting Thanksgiving Dinner items and Turkeys for Hilltop at our dona-

tion cart on Wednesday, November 17th, from 10 am—2 pm.  
 

See the flyer to the right for a list of food items requested by Hilltop.   
 

Volunteers to host the donation cart for an hour between 10 am and 2 pm are want-

ed.  Please contact Martha at (484) 705-4278 if you can help.  The folks that bring 

food to the cart really appreciate being thanked for their contributions.        

Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center is seeking a member of their board of 
directors from Good Shepherd.  Hilltop began as a ministry of Zion Lutheran 
Church in the 1950s to serve kids and families in Wilmington’s Hilltop neigh-
borhood.  They offer childcare services, after-school programs, and general 
support for families.  Good Shepherd regularly provides Thanksgiving baskets 
for Hilltop families and gifts for children at Christmas.  Leslie Marinelli, from 
Good Shepherd, served as the Board President for the last 3 years.  If you 
have a passion for kids and families and a desire to serve, this could be a good 
opportunity!  To learn more, contact Pastor Sue.  

 

Box of Stuffing Mix 
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HILLTOP LUTHERAN NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER 

Thanksgiving  closer to “Normal” 
 

We’re not quite there yet, but Thanksgiving week at the 

Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center this year will be 

almost back to normal.  Despite the lingering COVID-19 

pandemic, the Center will hold its annual Thanksgiving 

basket drive on schedule.  We are accepting boxed 

stuffing and mashed potatoes, canned vegetables, cran-

berry sauce, all the fixings for pumpkin pie, and of 

course, frozen turkeys.  

Essentially, it will be business as usual, except for the re-

quired face masks when delivering food donations to the 

Center. We are urged not to skip this year as the need is just 

as great as it was last year.  

Donations may be dropped off on Sunday, November 21.  

After the boxes and cans and turkeys are sorted into individ-

ual baskets, everything will be taken to Hilltop for a safe 

drop off.   

This has been another challenging year, but the Lord’s work 

continues more than ever.  Thank you for your contributions 

to that work.  

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Eric F. Mease, Member, Board of Directors 

Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center 

If  you would like to donate Thanksgiving food for Hilltop, please see the list of  re-

quested items on previous page.  Bring them to our Donation Day on Nov. 17th be-

tween 10am and 2 pm, or to church between now and Sunday, November 21st.  Tur-

keys can be placed in the freezer, but everything else should be shelf  stable and placed 

on the ramp area.  We will be delivering the food collected at Good Shepherd to 

Hilltop the 21st at 11:00 am.  If  you would like to assist with delivering the food, 

please contact Martha at (484) 705-4278.   



 

Page 9 November 2021 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s been a lovely fall so far, with weekly Tuesday dinners spent outside under our new pavilion 
tent, serenaded by Canada geese flying overhead.  We feel blessed and grateful for our dinner 
providers’ tasty contributions, as well as for their presence with us, including a meal shared by 
Bishop Bill Gohl!  If you’d like to team up with friends from your congregation to provide a dinner 
later on this term or during the spring semester, please visit our LCM web page at https://
lcmde.org/bring-a-tuesday-dinner to view available dates.  You may also contact me at the email 
address below to confirm a date and to obtain details.  LCM has a full kitchenette on site to help 
with final preparations.  Thank you!  It’s a great way to meet our LCM students.  :  ) 
 

LCM will not host a fundraiser this fall, due to continuing concerns about COVID-19.  Our current 
hope is to host an event this spring.  Contributions are still welcome and helpful, whether financial 
or in the form of in-kind gifts.  If you’d like to donate a turkey for our FISH (Fellowship in Serving 
the Hungry) families, for instance, please contact me for details.  Another way to support LCM this 
autumn is to help with the upcoming coat drive in support of FISH.  We are collecting gently used 
coats and sweatshirts, which will be made available during the mid-December FISH distribution at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.  If your congregation would like to put out a box and gather coats and 
sweatshirts for this drive, LCM can make arrangements to pick up donations in early December.  
Please contact me if you have questions.  Thanks! 
 

In the meantime, we welcome your continued prayers for the LCM students for good health, fo-
cused study, growth in faith, and the courage to persevere amid challenging circumstances.  
Please also pray for our new Office Administrator, whom we hope to welcome to our LCM team 
this month.  May God bless and keep you and your loved ones! 

 

In Christ,  

Mindy Holland,  

Minister of Word and Service  † 

Chaplain, Lutheran Campus Ministry 

302-368-3078; chaplain@lcmde.org  



 

 

PRAY FOR:    CONCERN:  REQUESTED BY: 

DENNIS ALEXANDER Esophogeal Cancer  Charmaine Haaland                            

SANDY ANDREWS  Stage 2 Lung Cancer                    Karen Bitner                                     

TOM BELK        Recovery from Surgery  Jeanne Belk                 

RON BITNER                            Back Surgery   Karen Bitner             

KEN BUCHMANN  Hospitalized   Fran Dixon                                                                                    

JAYCI CZARNOTTA  Multiple Surgeries  Diane Richer                                                                

HANNAH ESPENSCHIELD Crohn’s Disease   Diane Richer                                           

NILSA ESPINA  Concussion   Karen Bitner                                                     

KEN FIRTH   Prostate Cancer   Suzanne Cerbus                                                        

ELLEN FREEMAN  Lung Disease   Janet James                     

BOB HALLSTED          AML Leukemia   Steve Hallsted                                          

JOANN HARPER                       Stage 4 Stomach Cancer  Carole Lee Waslick                                  

DR. PAUL LOGAN  Prostate Cancer   Fran and Jim Dixon                                               

PR. BRUCE MCLAUGHLIN     Esophogeal Cancer  Petra and Scott McLaughlin                                                                      

JOHN OTTO   Kidney Donor needed  Kerry Kirkham                                                    

LORI MCVEIGH-RALLEIGH Metastasized Cancer  Joan De Muth                                      

PAULINE RAUGHLEY Ongoing concerns  Paulette Raughley                                    

RENEE SCHWARTZ  Cancer    LindaUlmanis                                       

NORMA SMITH  Grieving   Luci Nardo                                                     

DIANE SORING                       Foot Surgery   Kerry Kirkham                                        

LOIS STASULIS  Kidney Decline   Kerry Kirkham                                                 

MARTHA WONDOLOSKI Breathing Issues   Karen Bitner                                                                                     

Friends and families of those persons removed from the prayer line thank everyone for their prayers and concerns.  

Prayer requests may be made by calling Pastor Kathy or Pastor Sue at the church office.                                                          
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PRAYER LINE 

 

+  Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life."  + 

 

With both sadness and hope for resurrection life, we 
share news of the death of Shirley Hoeflich on October 
13, 2021. A funeral service was held at St. John’s Lu-
theran Church in Sweet Air, MD on October 20.   
 
We hold in prayer Linda and Steve Sauerbrunn and all 
of Shirley's family and friends, as together we find com-
fort in Jesus' promise to make all things new.  

 

+ Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. + 

Altar Flowers  

Sanctuary Candle 
 

The 2022 sign up sheets for Altar 

Flowers and Sanctuary Candle will 

be posted in the Nathex later this 

month.  If you would like to donate 

and dedicate the candle or flowers 

in honor of, or in memory of, some-

one special, but are not able to 

come to our in person worship ser-

vices, please contact Lynn in the 

church office.  



 

Note to Contributors: 

 

For the November issue, please sub-

mit your articles by November 15, 

2021.  If you would like to send a con-

tribution by e-mail, please send an 

attachment  in Word  to 

lcgsde@gmail.com.    

Pastors: Kathy Ierien and Sue Loney 

Office Administrator/Voice Editor: Lynn Ziemer 

Handbell Director: Margaret Love 

Sexton: Jim Richer 

Church Council President: Ulrike Martin 

Clerical Assistant: Sandy Andrews 

Volunteer Coordinator: Nancy Griffith 

 

           

Church Staff: 

 
 

Sunday Worship: 

 
9:30 AM 

In person and Online. 

 

 1530 Foulk Road 

Wilmington, DE 19803 

(302) 478-3030 

E-mail: lcgsde@gmail.com 

On the web: 

www.goodshepherd-wilmington.org 

LU THERA N CHU RC H OF  
TH E GOO D SH EPH ERD  


