
LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
THE VOICE 

April 2021 

 

Inside this 
issue: 

Environmental 
Stewardship 

   2 

Shepherd’s Gar-
den 

   3 

Youth News/
Donation Cart 

   4 

LCS    5 

Hilltop    6 

LCM    7 

Public Policy    8 

Prayer Line    9 

 

                        

 

 

 

 

1530 Foulk Road    Wilmington,  DE    19803    (302) 478-3030 



Page 2 April 2021 

CLIMATE CONVERSATIONS 

Many efforts at conservation and environmental stewardship have been occurring at Good Shepherd 
over the past few years.  We have made our lights and power usage much more energy efficient; we 
have replaced old appliances with newer energy efficient models; we have created a garden and mead-
ow to use our outdoor areas in much more sustainable ways; and we are replacing non-native/invasive 
species of trees and shrubs with native varieties.  Much good work has been done.  It is now time to 
coordinate our efforts into a more cohesive vision.  We are looking to expand the creation care minis-
try at Good Shepherd and in the month of April we will have various learning opportunities to bring 
everyone in the congregation into the efforts. 
 
On April 18th, on Zoom after worship, we will be talking about all of the current efforts and future 
plans.  This is a perfect time to get a cup of coffee and join the discussion.  There are so many places 
that people can help steward our resources.  Mark your calendars now. 
 
On April 20, @ 6:00 pm on Zoom, Linda Ulmanis and Becca Gulino will be presenting at the Dela-
ware Interfaith Power and Light (DeIPL) webinar series.  We will be discussing faith-based gardening, 
what we have learned, and how others can look at their grounds in this way.  The link will be shared 
soon. 
 
On April 22 (Earth Day!), we will be hosting in-person Garden tours through the DeIPL.  There will 
be an RSVP form coming soon and we will adhere to the DE outdoor gathering guidelines.  Come out 
and see what is going on the in the Garden and Meadow! 
 
Over the next four weeks, one of our newest members, Nancy Saathoff (thank you Nancy!), will be 
taking online classes to become our Tree Steward through the Delaware Forest Service.  In addition, to 
learning about trees, Nancy’s connections through this class will open up new doors for grants and vol-
unteers as we look to improve our tree canopy. 
 
We will also be expanding our meadow this spring too.  Check out the planned expansion as indicated 
by the orange flags in the grass next to our current meadow.  
 
Environmental Stewardship is such an important area, and our team needs to grow.  There is a place 
for everyone to add to this effort.  Some things will be possible to do in your own homes and yards.   
Please plan to be involved! 
 
Peace, 
Linda      
Ulmanis 
 

Photo at 
right: Seed 
Library.  See 
article on 
next page.  
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SPRING IN THE SHEPHERD’s GARDEN 

It is that wonderful time of year.  The Shepherd’s Garden is coming back to 
life.  We are excited to enter our fifth year of gardening.  It is unbelievable to 
look from the early days to the current garden.  We have learned so much and 
provided much needed food to our food pantry clients at St. Stephens.  Thank 
you for all that take part in this ministry. 

 

A big shout out of thanks goes to our Property Team for designing and in-
stalling the shed pad.  It is a thing of beauty and we are looking for delivery 
of the shed on April 6th.  This addition will make maintenance of the garden 
so much easier for everyone.  We also look to have a seed library in the shed 
and will be sharing seeds with our wider community.  (Note picture on previ-
ous page) Not only did the property team put in the pad, but they are also 
fulfilling a dream of electricity at the garden.  This will light our shed, allow 
us to have some safety lighting, and make events at the garden much easier 
to do.  We can’t thank the team enough for coming out and working so hard 
on this project.  See pictures below of pad installation day.  Thank you too, to 
the congregation for supporting the shed with endowment funds. 

 

Our community garden beds have all been reserved for this season.  We actu-
ally have a waiting list!  The word has gotten around about the great growing 
location.  We have applied for a grant to help us with the cost of the shed not 
covered by the endowment, and if that is awarded, we will be able to add 4 
more beds as well.  Fingers are crossed.   

 

We hope to be able to return to having a garden party during the summer.  
We shall see what happens.  But until then, you are welcome to come and 
spend some time appreciating the beauty of the garden and meadow at any 
time. 
 

Food is Love, 
 

Becca and Linda 
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YOUTH NEWS 

Virtual Small Groups for grades 6—12 

Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to register for 
virtual small groups led by members of our syn-
od’s Lutheran Youth Organization. Our small 
groups will gather under the theme of “Beyond 
Grace: Now What?,” and there is no charge as-
sociated with registration. Small groups will 
meet over Zoom on Monday nights from April 12
-May 17, 2021. Youth can learn more and regis-
ter online by April 7. This is a great opportunity 
for your youth to meet peers from across the Delaware-Maryland and Metro D.C. 
Synod to talk about their experience of faith!  
 

The link to register is: 
https://demdsynod.org/connectedness/youth-family-ministry/small-groups/ 

Thank you to all of our wonderful supporters!  On St. Patrick’s day we collected over 

650 condiment and spice items for the pantry at St Stephens.  Clients there were (and 

still are) thrilled to get various supplies to make their meals tastier.  This is an amaz-

ing ministry and we are thankful for your continued support. 

 

We have decided to do once a month 

donations for the foreseeable future. 

So on Wed, April 14 we will be collect-

ing the following personal hygiene 

items: soap, shampoo, conditioner, 

tooth paste, dishwashing liquid and 

laundry detergent (liquid pre-

ferred).  These are items that we had 

been able to buy throughout the pan-

demic from the Food Bank.  There has 

been a change in supply so these are 

no longer available.  Let’s do our thing 

and make it happen for people who rely on the pantry for so many basic needs.  

Peace, 

Linda and Becca 

DONATION CART 

https://demdsynod.org/connectedness/youth-family-ministry/small-groups/
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LUTHERAN COMMUNITY SERVICES 

After months of planning, this week we began piloting the Delaware Food Farmacy, 
a new health equity program. 
  

We are collaborating with ChristianaCare to provide an innovative solution for reducing the health dis-
parities experienced by vulnerable communities and exacerbated by COVID-19. We plan to minimize 
the barriers to equitable care through a new operating model that combines an LCS mobile Food Far-
macy model with a multidisciplinary care team from ChristianaCare (primary care, behavioral health, 
nutritional counseling and a community health worker). As a result, high risk community members will 
be provided with the food and support necessary for them to control their chronic conditions, all in a 
radically convenient way. 

The pilot program will grow to 50 low income households in Christiana’s Wilmington practice. Each par-
ticipant will be in the program for six months, LCS will provide enough healthy food for 10 meals per 
week for each participant, and each family member. Therefore, one family of four would receive enough 
food for approximately 1,000 meals over the course of the program. 

 
 Clients will use an order form to select among 
fresh fruits and vegetables, fish, lean meats, low fat 
dairy, beans, grains and other items. The above 
photo is of an actual order for a household of two. 
We are expanding our food sourcing to include 
wholesalers and other providers in order to meet 
the demand and provide specialty items. 

LCS will also provide a welcome kit to each house-
hold based on a kitchen inventory survey. It will in-
clude items such as a quality chef knife, cutting 
boards, mixing bowls, measuring spoons, a colander 
and other essential kitchen items.  We will also peri-
odically provide oils and spices.  

To help support this effort and more, we are excited to wel-
come Jennifer Williams, as our new Food Distribution Coordi-
nator. She will manage the day-to-day operations of the Food 
Farmacy, as well as our LCS pantry. Jennifer brings many 
years of retail and institutional food handling experience, and a 
heart for service, and we are fortunate to have her on board.  

Be encouraged,  
 
Rob Gurnee 

Executive Director 
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HILLTOP NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER 

Healthy Hilltop 
 

The roller coaster ride that was 2020 moves forward in 2021. After February’s cold, snow, and ice, 

March came in like a lamb with some warmer temperatures (anything feels warmer than Febru-

ary!), no snow, COVID relief, and best of all, a successful fund raiser! 

First the fund raiser.  The tallies are in and as a result of the statewide “Do 

More 24 Delaware” day of giving, a total of 56 individuals gave $4210 to the 

Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center between March 4 and 5. This dollar 

amount is double Hilltop’s goal!  Thank you to everyone who contributed, espe-

cially during these tough times.  Your donations will be wisely spent caring for Hilltop’s children. 

We continue to advance on the fight against COVID too. Our Executive Director, Michelle Wil-

liams, reports that vaccination of our staff has begun and may be nearly completed by the time 

you read this article. In early March, the state moved childcare workers and teachers up in line to 

help facilitate the return to in person schooling.   

And speaking of health, Hilltop’s Youth Services Director, Teresa 

Allen says that our children experienced a tobacco education pro-

gram late this winter. CATCH Kids Club physical fitness activities 

included “anti-tobacco signs…used to decorate the science areas.  

Tobacco education games, lessons and workbooks,” Teresa re-

ports, “were also placed in these areas.  During the children’s 

scheduled learning center times they are invited to play games, read books and complete other 

targeted lessons.” 

Finally, following our health theme, Hilltop Center Deputy Director, Brandon Fur-

rowh explains that a free dental checkup was held recently through Smile Check. 

“The parents were informed of this opportunity through our various forms of com-

munication and given the options to register electronically or via paper registra-

tion.” Brandon says the program is more than a one-shot deal.  “Smile Check will 

offer free in-person dental exams, as well as dental hygiene products to take home for teeth and 

gum healthy maintenance.” 

Here’s to a healthy and safe spring! 

Eric F. Mease 

Member, Board of Directors,   

The Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center 
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LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY AT UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE 

Blessed Easter  
We are grateful for your prayers!  † 

 

God is always faithful!   

 

Each semester, we hope and pray that new members will find their way to LCM.  Especially during 
COVID-19, without our regular resources of in-person involvement fairs and tasty weekly dinners, 
we wondered whether our group would be able to reach out to new students and grow.  Howev-
er, the Holy Spirit has drawn new individuals to LCM each semester, even in the midst of many 
constraints.  Thank you for praying for new students for us! 

 

Each semester, we hope and pray for steady financial support and for enough to meet the minis-
try’s needs, as well as to allow LCM to dream and to plan well for the future.  2020 was especially 
bumpy in this regard, and yet at year’s end, some unexpected and welcome checks arrived.  Dur-
ing the early weeks of fiscal year 2021, we even received a support check from Switzerland.  :  )  
Thank you for praying for financial stability and wise stewardship for us! 

 

Each semester, we hope and pray that LCM will provide a safe and encouraging environment for 
students to grow in faith, to explore God’s Word more deeply, to provide support and encourage-
ment for one another, and to be empowered for service and care for their neighbors.  I have been 
impressed by the students’ perseverance, commitment, and creativity during this past year, and it 
has been encouraging to hear their words of faith and hope in the face of such challenges.  Thank 
you for praying for our students’ faith journeys, lives of service, and care for Christian community. 

 

We hope and pray that you and your loved ones are also experiencing God’s faithfulness, day by 
day, step by step.  As we keep our eyes on Jesus, trusting that new beginnings and healthier, hap-
pier days are soon on their way, may you be blessed by our Lord’s abiding peace, deep courage, 
and tender love.  A blessed and joyous Easter season to all! 
 

In Christ, Mindy Holland, Chaplain  †    

Lutheran Campus Ministry at UD      
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DELAWARE LUTHERAN OFFICE FOR PUBLIC POLICY 

TAXES…TAXES…TAXES…IT MUST BE APRIL!    

 

     There are many issues that come before the Legislature in Dover which attract very little attention.  That’s not 
true when it comes to raising taxes.  At the first mention of it, people start noticing. 

     You should know that the State of Delaware has done a pretty good job managing funds during the COVID 
Pandemic.  Going back several years, the Legislature has set aside some funds every year into a “budget stabili-
zation fund.”  (Call it for a “rainy day.”)  The presence of this fund has made it possible to fund the entire budget 
over the last year despite (1) some reductions in revenue and (2) increases in costs.   

      There is a tax proposal (HB64) before the Legislature this year, from Representative John Kowalko, to raise 
the income tax rates for residents at higher income levels.  The current law assesses no income tax on anyone 
making less than $60,000.   (This is an “adjusted” figure, with deductions related to Social Security and pensions.)  
Above $60,000, Delaware residents pay at a rate of 6.6%.  Kowalko’s proposal would raise that rate to 7.1% for 
the $125,000-250,000 bracket, 7.85% for $250,000-$500,000 and 8.6% above $500,000.  His argument is that 
the proposal follows the model of the IRS, with those making more money expected to pay at somewhat higher 
rates. 

     There’s another tax issue that lies ahead of us.  It has to do with property taxes.  None of Delaware’s counties 
has done a tax reassessment for thirty or forty years.  A lawsuit, brought against the State contending that stu-
dents from low income families and those learning English are at a disadvantage in Delaware’s public schools 
and that they deserve additional resources, has been settled and the judge has ordered that all counties must do 
reassessments.  Plans are now proceeding to make this happen, a process that will probably take three to five 
years.  These reassessments are supposed to be “revenue neutral.”  (My guess is, that means that we’ll never 
hear from the people whose taxes go down and the people whose taxes go up will scream bloody murder.)  The 
end result, however, is likely to be that the school districts which have lost property values over the decades will 
be due extra “equalization” funding from the state. 

     I like to think of paying taxes as related to what I choose to share with others through my voluntary contribu-
tions to charitable organizations.  (Of course, that’s not entirely true, because it’s not all charity.  I “get back” a lot 
from the taxes I pay – highways, police protection, even the education of others helps me –who wants to live in a 
state with uneducated people?)  Nonetheless, some of my tax dollars go to people who need some help.  Isn’t 
that just the kind of thing Jesus always urged on his followers?  

 

--Gordon Simmons 
Public Policy Officer 
DE Lutheran Office for Public Policy 

ANNOUNCEMENT:  “Lutherans Study the Environment”, Thursday, June 17, 7 PM, a virtual gathering 
of Lutherans from across the state hosted by the DE Lutheran Office for Public Policy.  Participants are 
encouraged to get a copy of Bill Gates’ new book, How to Avoid a Climate Disaster, and read it in prep-

aration.  You can sign up now at delutheranpublicpolicy@gmail.com 

mailto:delutheranpublicpolicy@gmail.com
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PRAY FOR:   CONCERN:   REQUESTED BY: 

DENNIS ALEXANDER Esophogeal Cancer  Charmaine Haaland  

SETH ANDREWS  Blood Clots in legs  Sandy Andrews-

RICHARD BURGER  Heart Related Issues  Diana Burger           

GEORGE CROSSIN  Lung Cancer   Dixons                                                 

JAYCI CZARNOTTA  Newborn Surgery  Diane Richer                                                                

KIRK ERWIN          Recovery from Back Surgery   Gail Erwin                                                 

HANNAH ESPENSCHIELD Crohn’s Disease   Diane Richer                                                         

MEL ESTES   Autoimmune Disease  Fran Dixon                            

JOANN ERNSBERGER Broken leg   Sally Ernsberger                                      

SALLY ERNSBERGER  Fell    Sandy Andrews                                       

KEN FIRTH   Prostate Cancer   Suzanne Cerbus                                                        

DAVID FOOTE  Esophogeal Cancer  Luci Nardo                                                           

ELLEN FREEMAN  Lung Disease   Janet James                     

JOANN HARPER                       Stage 4 Stomach Cancer  Carole Lee Waslick          

NORMA HUEMMRICH Hip Fracture   George Huemmrich                                 

PETER MANGINI      Lung Cancer   Sandy Andrews                                                                              

JOHN OTTO   Kidney Donor needed  Kerry Kirkham                                                    

LORI MCVEIGH-RALLEIGH Perineal Cancer, Stg 4  Joan De Muth                                      

PAULINE RAUGHLEY Covid-19   Paulette Raughley                                                                                   

RENEE SCHWARTZ  Cancer    LindaUlmanis                                                                                          

DIANE SORING                       Broken Femur   Kerry Kirkham                                        

ANTHONY SPADANUTA Colon Cancer   Karen Bitner                                                 

LOIS STASULIS  Kidney Decline   Kerry Kirkham  

                                                                                                                                                        

Friends and families of those persons removed from the prayer line thank everyone for  prayers and concerns.  

  

Prayer requests may be made by calling Pastor Kathy or Pastor Sue at the church office.                                                          

   

PRAYER LINE REQUESTS 

 

The Blood Drive in March will be on  

Saturday, April 24  

9 am until 2 pm  

To register to donate, please visit:                                                       

 https://www.delmarvablood.org/  

DELMARVA BLOOD BANK  
Thank you to the 

congregation for 

the prayers and for 

the flowers.  I am 

home now, but not 

moving too well.   

       Sally Ernsberger 

https://www.delmarvablood.org/


 

Note to Contributors: 

 

For the May issue, please submit your 

articles by April 15, 2021.  If you 

would like to send a contribution by e-

mail, please send an attachment  in 

Word to lcgsde@gmail.com.    

 

Pastors: Kathy Ierien and Sue Loney 

Office Administrator/Voice Editor: Lynn Ziemer 

Sexton: Bob Bateman 

Handbell Director: Margaret Love 

Church Council President: Ulrike Martin 

Clerical Assistant: Sandy Andrews 

Volunteer Coordinator: Nancy Griffith 

Church Staff: 

 

Sunday Worship 

9:30 AM on Zoom 
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